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THE SAFETY NET COMMITTEE:
Mission Statement:  The Safety Net Committee brings together government agencies, non-profit organizations and interested individuals who are working to open up communication, break down barriers and coordinate efforts to give people associated with the practice of polygamy equal access to justice, safety and services.
BUILDING BRIDGES OF: 
SAFETY-

· · Increase awareness and reduce risk factors to   improve the safety and well-being of those in the Fundamentalist culture
· · Give referrals and support to those transitioning out of the Fundamentalist lifestyle
· · Provide Support Groups for trauma victims
COLLABORATION-
· · Convene monthly Safety Net work meetings with government agencies, non-profit organizations, and faith-based groups to give equal input and opportunities to people associated with polygamy
· · Advocate with service providers and community members to increase equal access to services
· · Network and problem solve about the needs of the various Fundamentalist communities
 
EDUCATION-
· · Do prevention work, guided by a community   assessment, to assist Fundamentalist communities in the following areas: physical health, mental health, family conflict, child development, etc.
· · Provide cultural sensitivity training and an annual clinical training to medical personnel, therapists, local agencies, and community members to dispel myths and stereotyping of Fundamentalist members
 
OUTREACH-
· · Coordinate resources and services to underserved Fundamentalist communities
· · Arrange for the medical, financial, educational, legal, and emotional needs of plural families
· · Provide support groups for any needed issue (i.e.,  family conflict, loss and grieving issues, etc.)
· · Hold events and Information Fairs to provide job-related or social service supportive resources to the Fundamentalist communities 
 

THE CHALLENGE:
“For those charged with providing services to members of polygamous communities, it is critical to develop sensitivity to this unique culture—the same respect for cultural diversity we demonstrate when working with people whose race, religion, ethnicity, sexual preference or nationality are different from our own. A few live in families plagued by the same kinds of abuses found throughout the rest of society. Because of the secrecy most polygamous families have lived in for over 100 years, those outside the culture have often substituted speculation and sensationalism for real knowledge and understanding.”                        —Dr. Jayne Wolfe
 

CONTACT:
Patricia Merkley, LCSW 


Chelsea Gambles, CSW
Safety Net Coordinator



Safety Net Case Manager 
pat.merkley@familysupportcenter.org
Chelsea.gambles@familysupportcenter.org
(801)-487-7778 Ext. 1315 


(801)-739-1824

“No significant learning occurs without a significant relationship”  --Dr. James Comer
